Lockerman Middle School

410 Lockerman Street, Denton, MD 21629

Dear Parents/Guardians:   
Recently, the 6th graders have been working on a unit in Language Arts that focuses on the Holocaust. Students in Mrs. Biskach’s and Miss Rodis’ classes have been reading the novel The Devil’s Arithmetic. In class, we have been discussing various aspects of the Holocaust, mainly from the child’s perspective. On Friday, June 6th and Monday, June 9th, the students will be offered the opportunity to view the film version of the novel in class. Common Core Standard SL.6.2 states that students should be able to: Interpret information presented in diverse media formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
The Devil’s Arithmetic begins when the main character, Hannah, a 12-year-old girl, begrudgingly has to attend her family’s Seder meal during Passover. She does not understand why she has to participate in Jewish traditions that focus on remembering the past. When she is asked to open the door of the apartment for the prophet Elijah, she finds herself transported back in time to Germany during the late 1930’s. Hannah must now use her knowledge of the future to help herself, as well as her new family and friends, survive the Nazi regime and the impending doom of the concentration camps. 

Both the text and the movie are true to the events of the Holocaust. There may be content in the movie that is intense for some students. If you would rather your student be excused from viewing the movie, please sign the opt-out form below. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Language Arts teacher. 
Sincerely,

Mrs. Biskach and Miss Rodis
6th grade Language Arts
Student Name:  _____________________________

(please print)

I, ______________________________________, DO NOT want my child to view the film version of The Devil’s Arithmetic. 
Please check your reasoning below:

______ Movie content is too intense



______ Viewing the movie is not important

______ Other: __________________________________________
